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‘VILLH’&ISBURG Va
(\D) — ClA Directar Wil-
~Ham E. Colby says agency
wificials could. have given

aut of fear that the CIA role

5 nsationalized

: Coloy sand t‘te concern
Jamaong CIA officials follow-.5
.]ng
;..jWa;eroate break -n - was
s ihat the agency s tangential ;
:'_'.mvolvement {n ) t‘)g_ affair, f:

t‘le June 17, 1972,

information to
;.the prosecution earlier than
rhey did. but thay delayed
" porter who fir
would be A
;o spy operatxons

ol LG T

might be blown out of
proporttion. ‘ S
His statements. were

made in reply to an allega- .
tion by Seymour M. Herq"\
the 'New York. Times re--
5t wrote about
the! CIA's 1lleﬂal domestlc

HERSH partxc:patmv'
with Culby in- a. panel- dis-

“:*cussion_at thé ‘annual meet-

ing of - Associated Press
managing editors,: said the
CI'-\ cou}d have blown the

1

A ROREOTA14RS

: top €IA officials discussed

910891

b1

whzstle at any tlme on

Watergate,

“I think Sy is rI“ht
Colby said. “In fact we -
didn’t fall all over ourselves
rushing to the policemen.”

. Hershu. noted - that two
days after the break-in at
the Democratic National
Committze’s headqguarters,

the:fact that former: White
Houser,aide -John D: Ehr-
‘xchman .had _asked the’
agency to give covert aid to~
E Howard Hunt Jr G
he assxstance A m tho_

: volvement

" the: ClAa
; brmoma to lwht the. things:

e.d’

- a-useful. purpose .if ithey-

- sion of the agency and i m

mvestxgatnons of the’ agen-

0010-7

form of a wig and other?
material, was used by Hunt !
in connection with an earli- '
er break-in at the office of'
Daniet Ellsbery's psychia-’
trist. Hersh said CIA offi-;

“cials were aware on June 14
- that Hunt aiso was linked mx

the. Watergate burvlarj
‘Hunt was mdxctud in con-;

~nection with the Wawnaat

break -in Sept 15.

21

HERSH \IOTE‘D that CIAf
offxcxals were ordered at; ag
White House meeling June!
23:.197%, to tel} the FBI. to!
lrmtt its- Watergate mv%tx—
gation, *but. it wasn't’ untils
. lates October or November:
_that Colby. finally told-what
he knew ta the prosecutory.”
Colbj admitted L‘lere~ar(s
many ‘aspects of CIA “in-
in  Watergate
“that we’re not.- proud- cn e
“buthe called for a respomx«{
- ble-approach- to ‘examina-,
‘tion of the agency. He said?
_current mvestxaatmns sof
acte basically

that ‘the- mtelaaence S COMm-
. muhity.- found and correctﬁ,

ccndr ssxonal.
. Cy's.activities would' serve]

produced better guidelines!
~ for'the CIA, better superv:u’

“proved the nation’s. ability
o keep vital secrets N *"‘{
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